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We are building a refinery in Dela-

ware today. It is not a traditional kind 
of refinery. We have a big oil refinery 
along the Delaware River in a town 
called Delaware City. This is a refinery 
where we are going to bring soybeans 
to the refinery and create, again, a 
blend of soybean oil and diesel fuel to 
help power those DelDOT vehicles and 
other vehicles normally diesel powered. 

In the next year or so, new EPA re-
quirements for cleaner, leaner, low- 
burning emission diesel engines will be 
phased in, Tier II requirements. As we 
face those requirements, we will find 
that diesel-powered vehicles, which 
used to belch black smoke pulling 
away from intersections and traffic 
lights, leaving a huge black plume of 
particulate and pollutants—those days 
are, at least with respect to new vehi-
cles on the road, those days will be 
gone for the most part next year. We 
will see more diesel-powered vehicles 
which, in many cases in the future, will 
be clean burning, as lean burning, as 
low emission as our internal gas-pow-
ered engines that can take advantage 
of the refinery we are building north of 
Dover, DE, and other folks that are 
building similar biodiesel refineries in 
their own States. 

We did a couple smart things in the 
Energy bill that we enacted early this 
year. They also relate to enhancing our 
ability to reduce our reliance on for-
eign oil. We have expanded the tax 
credit for people who buy hybrid-pow-
ered vehicles, a combination of inter-
nal combustion engine with the elec-
tric motor. 

Under current law, the tax credit for 
people buying hybrids is about $1,000, a 
flat $1,000. I don’t believe it is bigger if 
you have a vehicle that gets 60 miles 
per gallon as opposed to one that gets 
30. The tax credit for hybrid-powered 
vehicles will change on January 1. Be-
ginning that day, people who buy a hy-
brid-powered vehicle, ones that are 
highly energy efficient, get a tax credit 
worth up to as much as $3,400. For hy-
brid engine vehicles that are less en-
ergy efficient, the tax credit goes 
down. 

Similarly, we are going to begin to 
offer, on January 1 of next year, a tax 
credit—again, a variable tax credit—for 
folks who buy lean-burning, clean- 
burn, low-emission, highly fuel-effi-
cient diesel-fueled vehicles. 

The head of Daimler Chrysler in 
North America, Juergen Schrempp, 
will head up Daimler Chrysler around 
the world and was here hosting a recep-
tion off of Capitol Hill and brought 
with him folks from Daimler Chrysler. 
Vehicles were, in some cases, internal 
combustion engines and other cases 
diesel powered. He brought with him a 
concept passenger car. They have not 
built it yet but they are hoping. My 
hope is that they will. The vehicle gets 
60 miles per gallon in the city and 80 
miles per gallon on the highway. The 
combination overall is about 70 miles 
per gallon. The vehicle will meet Tier 
II diesel requirements for lower emis-
sions, as well. 

We have seen our friends from GM 
and Daimler Chrysler create a partner-
ship early this year for developing the 
next generation of hybrid-powered ve-
hicles. 

My hope is that one of the concepts 
they will come up with, one of the en-
gines and power systems they will 
come up with, is something that mar-
ries together this notion of a low-emis-
sions, highly energy efficient diesel- 
powered engine with an electric engine. 
It will be a diesel hybrid. GM has al-
ready introduced that kind of tech-
nology quite successfully with respect 
to buses. We have thousands of buses 
that are now roaming the streets of 
America that are diesel powered but 
also have a hybrid counterpart, too, to 
provide better efficiency and lower 
emissions. 

I think it would be terrific for con-
sumers and those of us who are inter-
ested in cleaner air and for those of us 
who are interested in reducing our reli-
ance on foreign oil to take that same 
concept of a diesel engine with an elec-
tric hybrid motor—putting them to-
gether—and being able to introduce 
that kind of propulsion system in our 
cars, trucks, and vans, as we have—at 
least by GM—in larger vehicles. 

Nobody in this country should be 
comfortable with the state we find our-
selves in today, with this huge and 
growing reliance on foreign oil. We can 
do better. On behalf of all of us in this 
country, and especially our kids, the 
folks to whom we are leaving our trade 
deficit and our budget deficit, we have 
to do better than this. 

About a quarter of our trade deficit 
is attributable to the cost of oil, the 
importation of oil. We cannot continue 
on a course, in my view, that has $300 
billion or $400 billion budget deficits 
and $600 billion or $700 billion trade 
deficits. That is not sustainable. One of 
the ways we can at least take a big bite 
out of that trade deficit is to move to-
ward energy independence, maybe by 
the year 2020—it would be great if we 
could do it sooner; that may not be re-
alistic—but at least by 2020. 

With that, Mr. President, I yield 
back my time and thank the Chair. 

NOTICE OF INTENT 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I sub-

mit the following notice in writing: In 
accordance with rule V of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, I hereby give no-
tice in writing that it is my intention 
to move to suspend paragraph 4 of rule 
XVI for the purpose of proposing to the 
bill H.R. 3058 amendment No. 2078. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri. 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, it appears 
that action for the day on the Treas-
ury, Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development, the Judiciary, and 
Related Agencies appropriations bill 
has come to a close. I ask once again 
that our colleagues be prepared to offer 
amendments tomorrow or we will ask 
to go to third reading. 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that we now proceed to 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REPEAL OF MICROPURCHASE 
AUTHORITY 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak regarding the repeal of 
expanded Federal Government micro- 
purchase limits, as well as to speak re-
garding recent regulatory action taken 
by the Office of Management and Budg-
et on this matter. 

We are all deeply concerned with the 
recent events surrounding Hurricane 
Katrina and the massive rebuilding and 
reconstruction efforts ongoing in the 
gulf coast. 

While we all agree that help is need-
ed, many have argued how best to pro-
vide this help. The second supple-
mental emergency appropriation for 
Hurricane Katrina included a number 
of provisions to help provide for re-
building and reconstruction—including 
nearly $61 billion. 

This money will help rebuild the gulf 
coast, yet there were some provisions 
in that second supplemental that leave 
the rebuilding effort vulnerable to 
fraud, waste, and abuse of taxpayer 
dollars. 

One such provision was the repeal of 
the limitations on micropurchase 
spending authority. Micropurchases 
represent delegated buying authority 
for Federal agencies and were designed 
to save money by providing flexible 
spending. Micropurchases are usually 
small—averaging $600—and are most 
often made through Government credit 
cards. 

By law these Government credit card 
micropurchases were originally capped 
at $2,500 per purchase. This limit was 
raised following 9/11 for emergency pur-
poses only, to $15,000 domestically and 
$25,000 abroad. 

The second Hurricane Katrina sup-
plemental raised this emergency rate 
from $15,000 to $250,000, per purchase. 
This change represents a nearly 1600 
percent increase. Imagine a Govern-
ment bureaucrat being able to walk 
into a store, purchase an item for 
$250,000 without prior approval, and 
say, ‘‘Put it on the taxpayer’s tab.’’ 

History has proven that these Gov-
ernment credit cards are prone to 
fraud, waste and abuse of taxpayer 
funds. I began looking into this issue 
several years ago. Working with the 
Government Accountability Office, 
GAO, and the various inspectors gen-
eral over the years, I have uncovered 
hundreds of millions of dollars lost to 
fraud, waste, and abuse due to inad-
equate controls on Government credit 
cards. 

This history of abuse prompted my 
immediate attention and intervention 
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with OMB regarding the increased 
threshold. Through negotiations during 
the critical early hours following the 
passage of the micropurchase increase, 
OMB agreed to issue guidance which 
provided a temporary limit on who 
could utilize the new limits. This guid-
ance helped to prevent undocumented 
spending and potential abuse; however, 
it only served as a temporary stop-gap 
measure. 

On September 15, I introduced legis-
lation on this topic. The bill intro-
duced, S. 1716—the Emergency Health 
Care Relief Act of 2005—contained a 
provision that would roll back the in-
creased micropurchase thresholds to a 
responsible level while maintaining 
flexibility for those providing relief in 
the impacted Gulf States. I included 
this provision in the bill I introduced 
because of my experience in fighting 
fraud, waste, and abuse that has oc-
curred as a result of Government credit 
cards. 

Unfortunately, S. 1716 has been held 
up in this body for too long, preventing 
legislation from fixing this potential 
giveaway and delaying health care to 
those most desperately in need. 

I was pleased to hear that Senators 
DORGAN and WYDEN have voiced their 
concerns by recently introducing legis-
lation on this matter. I am also pleased 
that legislation which was introduced 
by Senators COLLINS and LIEBERMAN on 
this matter was recently reported out 
of Committee in a favorable voice vote. 
Both of these bills represent what I be-
lieve is the sense of Congress, that this 
increased limit must be reduced statu-
torily. 

On October 3, OMB revised its guid-
ance for micropurchases, reducing the 
increased limits from $250,000 to $2,500, 
the same correction sought in the dif-
ferent legislation introduced by Sen-
ators COLLINS and LIEBERMAN and the 
subsequent legislation by Senators 
DORGAN and WYDEN. I applaud OMB for 
stepping forward and taking corrective 
action; however, I remain concerned 
that this limit could be changed by 
OMB at any time as the increased limit 
still remains in the law. 

Fortunately, OMB has listened to my 
recommendations and recognized the 
need to rescind this provision and is 
now supporting efforts to provide a leg-
islative fix. I have learned from OMB 
that all agencies within the Govern-
ment have agreed that the higher limit 
is unnecessary and also support reduc-
ing the increased limit. 

The micropurchase threshold in-
crease needs to be repealed perma-
nently by Congress and not merely cor-
rected through regulatory guidance. As 
this body continues to hold up action 
on S. 1716, the best option for quick and 
decisive action to reduce this increased 
credit limit is to support the legisla-
tion introduced by Senators COLLINS 
and LIEBERMAN which was recently 
voted out by the Committee on Home-
land Security and Government Affairs. 

S. 1716 remains an important piece of 
legislation providing health care for 

those who have been affected by the 
tragedy in the Gulf States. By no 
means should my support of this legis-
lation be seen as reducing the need to 
pass S. 1716 however; it just makes 
sense for this body to move quickly in 
closing this potential loophole for 
fraud, waste, and abuse. 

I urge all my colleagues to join me in 
supporting quick passage of both S. 
1716 and the legislation offered by Sen-
ators COLLINS and LIEBERMAN, to help 
prevent relief dollars from being lost to 
fraud, waste, and abuse and provide the 
much needed health care to the region 
devastated by Hurricane Katrina. 

f 

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 
Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 

am pleased to rise today to commemo-
rate Hispanic Heritage Month. I was 
proud to support, along with my Sen-
ate colleagues, a resolution recognizing 
Hispanic Heritage Month and cele-
brating the vast contributions that 
Hispanic Americans have made to the 
strength and culture of our Nation. 

I would like to take a moment now 
to honor the contributions of the 
Latino community in the great State 
of New Jersey. New Jersey’s 1.3 million 
Hispanic Americans are an integral and 
vital part of our State, contributing to 
every aspect of life, from business to 
culture. Hispanic or Latino Americans 
represent nearly 15 percent of the popu-
lation of my State. They are the larg-
est and fastest-growing minority group 
in the Nation and in New Jersey. 

As the son of immigrants who came 
to this country for the opportunities it 
offers, I am proud of the way our 
Latino neighbors have worked to make 
a better life for themselves and for 
their children. 

New Jersey is home to more than 
50,000 Latino-owned businesses, ranging 
from big corporations like Goya Foods, 
which is based in Secaucus, to small 
mom-and-pop bodegas. Through their 
energy and talent, these Hispanic busi-
nesses in New Jersey generate more 
than $9 billion in economic activity 
and support 167,000 jobs. 

Latinos contribute to our economy, 
to our culture, and also to our public 
life. Hispanic Americans serve our Na-
tion and the State of New Jersey at all 
levels of government—as mayors and 
municipal council members, county 
freeholders, and in countless elected 
and appointed capacities throughout 
the State. Seven members of the 
State’s current General Assembly are 
of Hispanic descent, as well as a mem-
ber of our Congressional delegation, 
Congressman ROBERT MENENDEZ. In 
2004, Justice Roberto Rivera-Soto be-
came the first Hispanic American to 
serve on New Jersey’s Supreme Court. 
And just this year, New Jersey’s first 
Latino county prosecutor was ap-
pointed. 

I am honored today to recognize the 
efforts and contributions of New Jer-
sey’s Hispanic Americans and I thank 
my colleagues for supporting this im-
portant resolution. 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate 
crimes legislation that would add new 
categories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 
Likewise, each Congress I have come to 
the floor to highlight a separate hate 
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try. 

On April 27, 1998, Stephen Goedereis, 
was killed by two teens near his home 
in Miami, FL. Goedereis was walking 
down the street, when he com-
plimented one of the two teens. The 
teens then beat Goedereis, who subse-
quently died 2 days later in the local 
hospital. The teens were convicted of 
second degree murder and robbery, 
both of which were classified as hate 
crimes. I believe that the Govern-
ment’s first duty is to defend its citi-
zens, to defend them against the harms 
that come out of hate. The Local Law 
Enforcement Enhancement Act is a 
symbol that can become substance. I 
believe that by passing this legislation 
and changing current law, we can 
change hearts and minds as well. 

f 

LIBERIA’S ELECTIONS 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I 
commend the Liberian people on their 
recent Presidential and parliamentary 
elections. News reports of people camp-
ing outside polling areas to vote, 
strong voter turnout, and a free and 
fair democratic process in Liberia are 
inspiring. Following a 14-year-long 
civil war and the regime of former Li-
berian leader Charles Taylor, who fled 
in exile in August 2003, the war-tired 
people of Liberia deserve our support 
as they work to bring about a legiti-
mate, representative government in 
that country. 

However, Liberia’s elections are not 
the silver bullet for stability. There re-
mains much work to be done to build 
long-term stability in this country, 
and the U.S. has a meaningful role to 
play. We must remain engaged in Libe-
ria to help rebuild and strengthen in-
stitutions. The legitimacy of govern-
ment is contingent upon the public’s 
confidence, and lasting stability de-
pends on such steps as rooting out cor-
ruption and providing transparency in 
government. The Liberian people de-
serve our unflagging support in those 
endeavors. Too much is at stake to 
turn our back and allow Liberia to re-
gress into a state that houses a corrupt 
and abusive government and further 
destabilizes West Africa. 

In looking forward, Liberians must 
also reconcile with the past. Years of 
horrible violence and conflict and the 
drastic decline of humanitarian condi-
tions in the country under the regime 
of Charles Taylor need resolution. We 
also know now that Charles Taylor’s 
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